Characterization of Coliphages Recovered from Foods According to Temperature of Infectivity.
Coliphages recovered from 38 samples of ten different food products were characterized with regard to temperature of infectivity. High temperature (HT) phages were capable of reproduction at or above 30°C, mid temperature (MT) phages over a range of 20 to 42°C and low temperature (LT) phages at or below 20°C. The percentage of HT coliphages isolated with Escherichia coli C-3000 host were consistently higher than corresponding percentages with E. coli C host. Coliphages recovered from all products were primarily HT or MT coliphages.